
 

Welcome to Worship at 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
STORY CITY, IOWA 

Our Mission 
Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 

And Making Him Known to All 
 

August 27, 2017 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

604 Lafayette Avenue 
Story City, Iowa 

515.733.4972 
 

Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 
E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 

 

Summer Church Office Hours: 
Mon/Tues/Thurs—8:30 A.M. to noon, 1 to 4 P.M. 

Wed—1-4 P.M.; Fri—8:30 A.M. to 12 P.M. 
 
 

Ministers – All Members 
Kurt Jensen, Pastor  

Tom Hunt, Visitation Pastor 
Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 

 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost                            August 27, 2017 
 

We Prepare to Worship God 

  Prelude 

  Opening Hymn     “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”      No. 3      

  Opening Prayer 

  Time for Greeting 

  Announcements 

Children’s Message 

  Worship Song           “Shine, Jesus, Shine”  (vv. 1-2)        No. 431      
 

We Hear God's Word  

Lesson: Isaiah 29:13-19 
 

13 The Lord says: 
 

“These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me 
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 
Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have 
been taught. 
 

14 Therefore once more I will astound these people with wonder 
upon wonder; the wisdom of the wise will perish, the intelligence of 
the intelligent will vanish.” 
 

15 Woe to those who go to great depths to hide their plans from the 
LORD, who do their work in darkness and think, “Who sees us? 
Who will know?” 
 

16 You turn things upside down, as if the potter were thought to be 
like the clay! Shall what is formed say to the one who formed it, 
“You did not make me”? Can the pot say to the potter, “You know 
nothing”? 
 

17 In a very short time, will not Lebanon be turned into a fertile field 
    and the fertile field seem like a forest? 
 

18 In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, and out of 
gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see. 
 

19 Once more the humble will rejoice in the LORD; the needy will 
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 

 



Gospel: Matthew 15:1-2, 7-20 
1Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus 

from Jerusalem and asked, 2 “Why do your disciples break the 
tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they 
eat!” 
 

Jesus replied: 
 

 

7 “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 
 

8 “‘These people honor me with their lips, 
    but their hearts are far from me. 
 

9 They worship me in vain; 
    their teachings are merely human rules.’” 
 

10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand.  
 

11 What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile them, but what 
comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.” 
 

12 Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that 
the Pharisees were offended when they heard this?” 
 

13 He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted 
will be pulled up by the roots. 14 Leave them; they are blind guides. 
If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.” 
 

15 Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.” 
 

16 “Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. 17 “Don’t you see that 
whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of 
the body? 18 But the things that come out of a person’s mouth 
come from the heart, and these defile them. 19 For out of the heart 
come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, 
false testimony, slander. 20 These are what defile a person; but 
eating with unwashed hands does not defile them.” 
 

We Confess Our Faith                            
Apostles' Creed                                                           (on screen) 

 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
Offering                                   

Offertory                         “We Are an Offering”                  No. 678 
 

We Hear God's Word Proclaimed in Word and Deed                 
Sermon                     “Harsh Words That Heal”      Pastor Jensen 

Hymn   “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak”   LBW No. 403 
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
Prayers of Praise and Intercession 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Benediction 

 Closing Hymn      “They’ll Know We Are Christians”            No. 429 

Postlude 

Prayer Team Available in Chapel 
 

 

Welcome to visitors! “The earth has yielded its increase” (Psalm 
67:6). In late summer days, as gardens and fields ripen, we gather 
to praise our generous God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Attendance last Sunday: 166 
 

Please join our prayer team in the chapel each Sunday before 
service (8:45 A.M.) and after worship (10:30 A.M.) to pray for 
worship and other prayer requests. No prayer is too small! 
 
The flowers on the altar are given in memory of Mark Lindgren, 
who passed away this past Monday. A visitation was held at 
Immanuel on Thursday. 
 
Prayers needed! Beth Bunn will be going to Iowa City to have a 
stent placed in her brain this coming Wednesday, August 30. 
Prayers for success and healing would be greatly appreciated! 
 
Prayer update from Pete Hermanson: Janet continues to receive 
excellent and compassionate care at Advanced Care. Progress is 
slower than we both would like, but there is progress. We are very 
fortunate to be in a top rehab facility. Thank you for your continuing 
prayers! 
 
Pastor Hunt’s Ephesians Bible Study will conclude this 
Wednesday night. Join us from 7-8:15 P.M.  

 Thank you to today's Ministry Volunteers: 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson        Reader: Rhonda Ostrem 

Greeters: Carol Jewell    

Ushers: Ryan and Ava Charlson, Chuck & Laura Carlson,  

Ben Carlson                              Sound Engineer: Trent Whipple   



Sheldahl United Methodist Church invites you to their Ice Cream 
Smorgasbord and Annual Auction today at 5 P.M. Cost is $4 for 
Adults and $2 for Children (10 and under).  
 
Next Sunday, we hope you’ll join us for a Congregational 
Potluck after worship! Bring a dish or dessert to share! Drinks 
and tableware will be provided. 
 
We are almost done painting the parsonage! Sign up on the 
poster in the narthex if you’d be willing to lend a hand. Questions? 
Contact Jeff & Charlotte Loots (515-231-3382), Mary Danielson, or 
Dave Amensen.  
 
Immanuel is getting ready for our new church directory!       
We have scheduled September 27-30 for our first weekend of 
pictures. Sign up in person on Sunday mornings, or sign up online 
at your leisure (Mondays through Saturdays). We are also in need 
of hosts to check in people on each day of photography. Shifts are 
2 or 3 hours. Sign up in the narthex today! 
 
Small Groups: By now you should be seriously thinking about 
signing up to be a part of small group ministry.  Please look at the 
options and get your name down if you haven’t done this yet.  
Please be in prayer for the wonderful people who have volunteered 
to step up to be hosts.   
Verse for the week:  Romans 12:4-5 
 
2017-2018 Sunday School Registration. If your family is 
interested in participating in Sunday School starting in September, 
please fill out a registration card or complete it online on our 
website. 
 
Rally Sunday is September 10th! Leaders from Riverside will be 
sharing music and skits with the kids during Sunday School and 
during worship! 
 
Immanuel's Bed Sheets into Bandages (BNB) Mission 
Challenge - Bed sheets are still available in a tub at church for you 
to convert into bandages! These bandages will be sent to mission 
hospitals and clinics in foreign countries. You may call Carol 
Baedke with any questions at 231-2255.  

Timberland Village is looking for one or more volunteers to staff 
their lobby desk on Saturdays and Sundays.  The hours would be 
very flexible – possibly 10 till 2 on Saturdays and Noon till 4 on 
Sundays. Call Cindi Martin at 515-733-6500 if you are interested! 
 
3rd Annual Story City Hunger Fight—Pack the Truck! Our goal 
is fill the Meals from the Heartland truck with 60,000 meals on 
Saturday, September 30! Spread the word and do your part to 
help us raise $12,000 (just 20 cents a meal) and recruit volunteers 
to help us "Pack the Truck"! Sign up online or in your bulletin 
insert! A sign-up table will also be in the narthex for you to use.  
 
Thank you to those who volunteered for delivering Home 
Delivered Meals! Here is this next week’s volunteer schedule: 
 

9/1: Mary Mechaelsen  9/7: Nancy McMenamin 

9/5: Ashlee Mullenbach  9/8: Laura Loots 

9/6: Laura Carlson 

If you need a substitute, please alert the church office! 

 
The Church and Church Office will be closed on Monday, 
September 4 in observance of Labor Day. 
 
The Church Office will start its new hours Tuesday, September 5. 
The hours will be as follows until further notice: 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M., 1:00-3:00 P.M. 
Friday: 9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M. 

 
Immanuel’s weekly emails are now sent out on Fridays. If you 
are not on our contact list, contact the church office to sign up! 
 
Have something to share with the congregation? Share your 
announcements or prayer requests with the congregation via       
E-mail or weekly Sunday bulletins. Contact the church office to 
submit your articles, and to update your E-mail address. 
Announcements for both e-mail & Sunday bulletins are due by 
noon on Thursdays. 
 
 
 

https://mealsfromtheheartland.org/
http://www.tinyurl.com/2017SCHungerFight


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Middle & High School Youth Activities 
 

The Breakfast Club 

Our next Breakfast Club will be on  

September 10th at 8:00AM. 
 

Sunday School Rally Sunday 

On September 10th, we will be starting back up with our 

Sunday School year!  7th and 8th Grade Students will be 

meeting in the Cornerstone Room and the High School 

Students will be meeting in the High School Youth Room.  

During this time each Sunday Morning (from 8:30-9:15AM) 

 you can expect to have Biblically sound discussions on themes 

relevant to your life and take away key concepts that you can 

apply during the week and beyond!  We hope you can join us and 

your fellow classmates this year. 
 

Youth Group Kick-Off 

Sunday, September 10th, we will be "Kicking Off" our new  

year of Youth Group!! Parents AND Youth please plan on joining 

us from 1:00 - 3:00 PM to help get our year started. We will 

be having food, fellowship, fun and a friendly competition!  We 

will be competing for the Immanuel Lutheran Church Trophy!  

We hope to see YOU there! Bring your parents.  Bring a friend!! 

 

August 27-September 3, 2017 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, August 27  
8:00 A.M.    Radio Broadcast 
8:45 A.M.    Prayer Time (Chapel) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)  
9:00 A.M. Church Directory Sign Up (Narthex)  
9:30 A.M. Worship 
10:30 A.M. Church Directory Sign Up (Narthex)  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 

 
 

Tuesday, August 29  
9:30 A.M.    Staff Meeting 
10:00 A.M.    Newsletter Folding 

 

Wednesday, August 30 
7:00 P.M.    Ephesians Bible Study 

 

Friday, September 1   
    Church Office Closes at Noon 

 

Sunday, September 3  
8:00 A.M.    Radio Broadcast 
8:45 A.M.    Prayer Time (Chapel) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)  
9:00 A.M. Church Directory Sign Up (Narthex)  
9:30 A.M. Worship 
10:30 A.M. Church Directory Sign Up (Narthex)  
10:30 A.M. Congregational Potluck (Social Hall) 

 


